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Welcome to Technische Universität Hamburg 

 

Moving away from home for the first "me, is a new experience. 

 

The Accommoda"on Office of Technische Universität Hamburg helps interna"-

onal students and interna"onal guest researcher to find accommoda"on. We 

give advices how to hunt for accommoda"on. Interna"onal students also can 

ask us regarding the rent, the housing market in and nearby Hamburg and 

everything else due to their accommoda"on. 

 

In this brochure, you will find more informa"on about the housing market in 

Hamburg, how you can hunt for accommoda"on, what you have to keep in 

mind, and a list with private student halls.  

 

You are welcome to visit the Accommoda"on Office during the counseling 

hours or to contact the Accommoda"on Office via email or phone. 

 

February 2023 

Welcome at TUHH 



 

  

5  

Room Hunting in Hamburg 

Students monthly expenses in Hamburg 

  Average Example: rent and u�li�es 

Rent and u"li"es €450.00   Average  

Groceries € 150.00 Room in a student hall of residence from € 325.00 

Clothing € 48.00 Room in a shared flat € 370-480 

Learning matrials € 28.00 Own apartment € 530-1200 

Health insurance € 110.00     

medical costs,  

medicine 

€ 15.00     

Communica"on 

(Telephone, internet) 

€ 32.00     

BroadcasDee € 18.00     

Recrea"on, culture, 

sport 

€ 65.00     

Total € 916.00     

II. Costs of a Furnished Room  
Depending on where you want to live, the 

average all-inclusive prices range from 

400 € to 550 € for a furnished room, so-

me"mes even higher in Hamburg. In Har-

burg, the average prices range from 350 € 

up. In the surrounding countrycommuni-

"es the prices are usually lower. 

 

III. Room or Flat? 

Rooms in WGs (Wohngemeinscha9 in 

German, i.e. communes) are very popular 

for students. Some WGs have a kind of 

"cas"ng” when looking for a new tenant. 

It is more economically to live in a shared 

flat. 

I. Livingcosts in Hamburg  
In order to give interna"onal students a 

be2er overview of life in Hamburg and 

its costs, we have created a table that 

shows the monthly expense of a stu-

dentslife. This data only reflects approxi-

mately what a student spends in a 

month, at the end it varries on each per-

son. Rent is the most expensive u"lity. 

In general, it is very difficult to find cheap 

flats/ rooms in Hamburg. It is also not 

easy to get a room in a student residence 

hall, because of the high request and a 

long wai"ng list. That‘s why students in 

Hamburg mostly live in a shared flat.  
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Room Hunting in Hamburg 

Especially at the beginning  of the winter 

semester (from August un"l December) it 

is extremely difficult to find affordable 

accommoda"on. Therefore you should be 

prepared to stay in a temporary accom-

moda"on before you can find a perma-

nent place to stay. Rent for WG room: 

o/en an „all-in-rent“ (with electricity, 

water, hea"ng, internet ) Rent for a flat: 

o/en „Warmmiete“ (see below) 

 

IV. Important Terms 

1. “Nebenkosten” (short: „NK) 

… ancillary costs 

… could be the costs of electricity, hea-

"ng, water, sewage, and refuse collec-

"on.  

… In a WG these costs are normally payed 

as a sum to your landlord/landlady. 

NOTE: O/en, NK DONT include electrici-

ty and very seldom even internet. When 

viewing accommoda"on, you should ask 

the landlord/landlady whether the mon-

thly rent includes the “Nebenkosten”. 

 

2. “Miete”  

… is the German word for rent.  

… inkl. (NK)  is the rent plus the 

 above-men"oned “Nebenkosten”  

(= „Warmmiete“) 

… exkl. (NK) is the basic rent - you s"ll 

have to pay the “Nebenkosten” (= 

„Kaltmiete“) 

3. „Mindestmietzeit“ 

... Defines the minimal rental period  

NOTE: If there is a minimal rental period 

agreed in the contract you can't cancel 

the rental contract prematurely!  

 

V. Rental Contract and 
„Wohnungsgeberbestä�gung“ 

Once you have found an appropriate ac-

commoda"on, the  landlord/landlady 

should give you the rental contract. We 

advise you to read this contract thoroug-

hly before signing. The rental contract is a 

very important document. It is legally 

binding for the tenant and the landlord/

landlady. You also need the rental 

contract to register as a resident of the 

city. To do the city registra"on, you also 

need a “Wohnungsgeberbestä�gung”. It 
must be handed to you by your landlord/

landlady when you move in. 

Here you can find the form: 

h2p://www.hamburg.de/Dibis/

vordr/6700-25-barrierefrei.pdf 

 

VI. What is a „Kau�on“? 
“Kau"on” is the German word for depo-

sit. In Germany, it is common to pay a 

deposit before you move into accommo-

da"on. The landlord/landlady takes this 

sum (usually 1 to 3 months’ rent) to pay 

for any damage that you might cause.  

If there is no damage, the deposit will be 

returned at the end of the agreement 

tenure. 
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Studierendenwerk Hamburg 

In Germany, public universi"es do not offer rooms in a student hall on the cam-

pus. Most universi"es offer rooms in coopera"on with Studierendenwerk, who 

is the owner of the public student halls in Germany. In coopera"on with Studie-

rendenwerk, the universi"es can offer a limited number of rooms for interna"-

onal students in the student halls. Students, who do not rent a room in one of 

the student halls, rent a private room in a shared flat or rent a flat.  

 

The Accommoda"on Office offers a limited number of Freshman Rooms in the 

student residence halls in Hamburg in coopera"on with Studierendenwerk 

Hamburg for prospec"ve interna"onal students of TUHH.  

The applica"on for Freshman Rooms is through the portal Mobility Online.  

The applica"on periods are: 27 April un"l 15 June for each winter semester and 

27 October un"l 15 December for each summer semester. 

 

Further informa"on, you will find on the webpage of the Accommoda"on 

Office. 

Www.tuhh.de/rooms 
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Studierendenwerk Hamburg 

Studierendenwerk Hamburg offers 4400 

rooms in 26 different student halls in 

Hamburg for all students of all univesi"es 

in Hamburg. 

h2ps://www.studierendenwerk-

hamburg.de/studierendenwerk/en/

home/   

-> Accommoda"on 

 

I. Rooms in the student halls 
Studierendenwerk Hamburg offers diffe-

rent types of accommoda"on: furnished 

rooms in a shared flat and single– or dou-

ble-apartments. The rent includes all 

costs. The rent per month depends on 

the size of the accommoda"on, the furni-

ture and the student hall.  

 

II. Applica�on 
Applica"ons can be filled out online at 

the webpage of Studierendenwerk Ham-

burg. You can already apply 4 months 

before you start to study. A/er your ap-

plica"on you will be on the applica"on 

list. Studierendenwerk Hamburg will 

contact you, if there will be a room 

available. 

Please note that the applica"on list is 

very long. We recommend you to apply 

to all student halls to be able to increase 

your chances in receiving a room. 

 

Please note: Prospec"ve interna"onal 

students of TUHH can only apply for a 

Feshman Room in the student halls of 

Studierendenwerk Hamburg through the 

Accommoda"on Office during the appli-

ca"on period. Applicants for a Freshman 

Room are offered a room without having 

to go through a wai"ng period. 

 

 

IV. Further Ques�ons  

– Counselling Centre 
If you need help with your applica"on, 

you can contact the “Counselling Centre 

Accommoda"on” of Studierendenwerk 

Hamburg:   

 

Counselling Centre Accommoda�on 
(Studierendenwerk Hamburg) 

                                                                                 

Grindelallee 9, 2. OG, 20146 Hamburg                                                       

Telefon: +49 / 40 / 41 902 268                                                                        

Email:  
wohnenberatungszentrum@ 

studierendenwerk-hamburg.de 
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Private Student Halls 

V.  Die Zimmerei 
 h2ps://zimmerei.apartments/en/rent-

apartment-hamburg-wilhelmsburg/?

rentDate=2022-10-01#rent-apartment 

- Wilhelmsburg 

- furnished students apartments 

- from 500 €  

- laundry rooms 

 

 

VI. BH185 
h2ps://www.bh185.de/en/ 

- Farmsen-Berne 

- all-in rent: 521 € - 569 € 

- minimal rental period 6 months 

- 1 room apartment: 18 qm 

 

 

VII.  Schellerdamm 1 
Schellerdamm 1, Harburg 

Aurelius Immobilien AG: Heußweg 35, 

20255 Hamburg 

h2p://channel-hamburg.de/wohnungen/

wohnungen-zur-miete/ 

E-Mail: info@aurelius-immobilien.com    

Tel.: 04040193829 

 
 

I. VivoPhoenix  
h2ps://www.vivophoenix-vermietung.de/ 

- Hannoversche Straße, Harburg 

- all-in rent: 400 €- 900 €  

- minimal rental period 3 months  

- 1- or 2-room student apartments: 16 m² 

to 35 m² 

 

 

II. Ebba Simon Haus 
h2ps://www.live-and-study.com/

wohnheim/ebba-simon-haus 

- Borgfelder Allee, Borgfelde 

- all-in-rent: from 570 €  

-1-room student apartments   

 

 

III. Smartments  
h2ps://www.smartments-student.de/en/

start/  

- Hammerbrook: all-in rent from 495 € 

(shared) / 510 € (single) 

- minimal rental period 6 months 

- Laundry lounge 

 

 

IV. Salzburger Häuser 
Am Centrumshaus 2, Hamburg  

h2ps://jbl-immobilien.de/

studentenwohnungen/ 

JBL Immobiliendienstleistungen GmbH 

E-Mail: students@jbl-immobilien.com 

Tel.: 040999999030 
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Private Student Halls 

VIII.  Studentenwohnungen 
Rastädter CR_Hausverwaltung   

Schwarzenbergstr. 33, Harburg 

Contact: CR_Hausverwaltung (Cornelia 

Rastädter)      

Tel.: 0407673310      

E-Mail: info@rastaedter.com 

 
 

IX. Ökumenische Studenten-
wohnheime Carl – Malsch – Haus 

und Überseekolleg   
Othmarschen und Alsterdorf 

Furnished rooms 

Rent: 230—320 € 

www.studentenwohnheime-hamburg.de 

 

 

 

X. Hermann-Ehlers-Haus   
Interna"onal Student Hall  

Langenhorn 

Furnished rooms 

Rent: 375—602 € 

info@studentenwohnheimhamburg.de  

www.studentenwohnheimhamburg.de 

XI. Christophorus-Haus e.V. 
Groß-Flo2bek 

Furnished rooms 

Rent: 235—295 € 

h2p://christophorus-haus-ev.de/ 

 

 

XII. PHNX 
Hannoversche Straße, Harburg 

- Furnished apartments 

- Laundry Facili"es 

- Flexible rental period 

h2ps://www.phnx.me/ 

 

 

XIII. Student Residence of the 
German Redcross 

Bieberstraße, Hamburg 

drkstudwohnheim@lv-hamburg.drk.de 

h2ps://www.drk-hamburg.de/angebote/

alltagshilfen/wohnheim-fuer-

studierende/weitere-infos.html 
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Finding a Room on the Internet 

III. Accommoda�on  

Informa�on at TUHH:  
 
Accommmoda�on Office: 
 
Building E, Room 00.55A 

Counseling hours: 

Monday 10 am to 12.30 pm 

Thursday 1 pm to 3 pm 

 

 

Tutors of Accommoda�on Office: 
 
They will answer your ques"ons per 

email, help guide you through your 

search process and give you feedback 

on your accommoda"on le2er. Room 

hun"ng info sessions will be organized 

by them as well as other events. 

Any ques"ons with regards to rental 

agreement, city registra"on as well as 

room hun"ng culture in Germany, 

then you can contact the Accommoda-

"on tutors. 

 

Email address: rooms-tutors@tuhh.de 

 

 

No�ce boards 

 Cafeteria/Mensa: Denickestr. 22 /    

Building H: ground and upper floor 

 

 

I. General Websites for WGs or Flats:       
On these websites everyone (private persons, 

associa"ons, agents) can place offers for 

rooms, apartments or flats. So be very careful 

of which offer is a serious one and which is 

not. Please read the the next pages about 

rental scams (page 14). 

 
1.  h2ps://www.wg-gesucht.de/ 
2.  h2ps://www.ebay-kleinanzeigen.de/ 
3. h2ps://www.immonet.de/ 
4.  h2ps://www.immowelt.de/ 
5.  h2ps://www.immobilienscout24.de/ 

 

 

Short Term Rentals: 
h2ps://www.booking.com/ 

h2ps://www.airbnb.de/ 

 

 

II. Facebook Pages and Groups:  
     1. Wohnung und WG in Hamburg gesucht 

oder frei? 

     2. WG & Wohnung Hamburg gesucht 

     3. Wohnungsbörse Hamburg 
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Further tips on Finding Accommodation 

I. Living Outside of Hamburg 
 

In the south of Hamburg there are small-

er ci"es, which have shopping opportuni-

"es as well. So if you are interested in 

living on the countryside of Hamburg, 

please check accommoda"ons in those 

ci"es: 

 

Neugraben (7 min by city train S3 to S 

Heimfeld): 

h2ps://www.hamburg.de/sehenswertes-

neugraben-fischbek/ 

 

Neu Wulmstorf (17 min by city train S3 

to S Heimfeld): 

h2ps://www.neu-wulmstorf.de/

buergerservice/ueber-neu-wulmstorf/  

 

Meckelfeld (5 min by Regional train to 

Harburg sta"on) 

h2ps://www.seevetal.de/portal/seiten/

meckelfeld-910000772-20200.html 

 

HiNeld (15 min by Regional train to Har-

burg sta"on) 

h2ps://www.seevetal.de/portal/seiten/

hideld-910000740-20200.html 

 

 

 

Buxtehude (22 min by city train S3 to S 

Heimfeld): 

h2ps://www.buxtehude.de/stadt-

verwaltung/ueber-buxtehude/ 
 
Buchholz i. d. N. (11 min by RE4 or 14 

min  RB41 to Harburg /  

23-25 min to Hamburg): 

h2ps://www.buchholz.de/stadt/ 

h2ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Buchholz_in_der_Nordheide  

 

Lüneburg (21 min by Regional train to 

Harburg sta"on) 

h2ps://www.lueneburg.de/ 
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Important Notes 

I.  Is it the Right Accommoda�on? 

1. Before you sign a contract, examine 

the accommoda"on: 

 Is it clean (no dirt, "dy, no mould)? 

 Do the electrical appliances (e.g. 

frige or stove) work? 

 Are there any inconsistencies? 

 Is the loca"on of the flat as descri-

bed? 

 

2. Clarify who the landlord/landlady is. 

Do you rent from the landlord/landlady 

or by a third person (sublease agree-

ment!)? 

 

3. Clarify if there is a minimal rental peri-

od (german: Mindestmietzeit). 

You won't be able to end the rental 

contract before the deadline! 

 

4. Clarify the height of the deposit 

(according to the law not more then 3 

monthly rentals). 

The deposit will be paid back in the end 

of the rental period if the accommoda"-

on is in a agreed and "dy condi"on.  

 

II. Is the Rental Contract Alright? 

1. Insist on a rental contract! If the land-

lord/landlady doesn't have one right from 

the beginning, be careful! 

2. Read the rental contract! 

 If it is possible and necessary, take some-

one with you, who can explain the (most 

in german wri2en) rental contract to you. 

It would be legi"mate if you need some 

"me to read the rental contract. Maybe 

the landlord/landlady could send you the 

contract in advance. 

   

3. Very o/en there are house rules. Read 

them beacuse a contraven"on of the ag-

reement will be punished and can cause 

the termina"on of your rental contract.   

 

 4.  Par�cularly important in the rental 

contract  

 The landlord/landlady should be 

named with his/her adress. 

 Which rooms are part of the rent? 

E. g. Is there a basement? 

 Which rooms are maybe shared 

(kitchen, bathroom)? 

 Which kind of the rent will be ag-

reed? "Kaltmiete“ - "Warmmiete" 

- overall rent, all-in rent, etc.  

 
5. Clarify the ancillary costs 

("Nebenkosten")! 

 Are they included to the rent 

(“Warmmiete“, all-in rent) 

Do you need your own contract e.g. for 

electricity?  
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Important Notes 

III. A9er Signing the Contract 

1. For your own sa9ey (regarding par"-

cular to the deposit): 

Make pictures of the accommoda"on 

when moving in. 

 

 2. If you find defects - claim them imme-

diately in wri2en form. 

 

3. The landlord/landlady is not allowed 
to have a key to your rented flat;  

he/she is not allowed to enter the flat 

without announcement and a good 

reason. 

 

4. In the end of the contract, make a 

handover cer�ficat 
("Übergabeprotokoll") signed by you and 

the landlord/landlady. If you and the 

landlord/landlady agree that there are 

no defects, he/she has no right to hold 

the deposit back. 

 

 

IV. Warnings!  
Be aware of RENTAL SCAMS 

 

1. Before you have seen the flat and 
talked to the landlord/landlady, the 
agent or the flatmate, who is the main 
renter: 
  

a.)  never sign a rental contract  

  

 

b.) never pay any rent, deposit or fee 

and especially never ever transfer 

your money to a Western Union bank 

account in advance or any "me for 

security deposit or other deposits! 

Make sure, the bank account is from a 

German bank. 

 

 

2. Make sure, you get the correct keys for 

the flat/accommoda"on. The handover of 

the keys has to take place in the rented 

flat. Please check immediately, whether 

the keys fit to the lock of the flat or not, if 

the landlord does not show it on his own. 

Some"mes the landlord will bring a new 

lock with two or three keys. Beside, as 

already men"oned the landlord is not 

allowed to keep a key to your rented flat! 

 

 
3. Dubious offers could be contain  

 Rent for room or flat is less than 

the average of the rent of the dis-

trict. For example 350 € for a fur-

nished room in Hamburg is not 

normal.  

 The offer contains inconsistency. 

 The landlord/landlady will send 

you the keys by post. 

 Viewing the room or flat is not 

possible. 
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I.  Tips  
Be open minded and - most of all- honest 
in your cover le2er! It should be perso-

nal, detailed, clear and structured. 

Read the ad and refer to important 

points in the ad. 

 
What should you write? 
Par"cularly important at the beginning is 

your name, your age, where you come 

from, what your course of studies is  and 

why you are moving. 

 

Try to men"on the  standards of your 

cleanliness and if you are a smoker or 

non smoker. You could also men"on 

some things that you like to do in your 

free "me e.g. your hobbies or leisure 

ac"vi"es. It is all about gegng to know 

you a li2le be2er and finding out if you 

would fit in.  

 
Write your contact details at the end; 

your  Name, your E-Mail, your phone 

number. 

 

Please take the accommoda"on le2er 

important to increase your chances.  

 

Tips for  an Application: WG Room 

Note: 

 Not all WGs are furnished.  

  If you are s"ll abroad you can 

offer the WG a conversa"on via 

Whatsapp or even Skype.  

 It could be possible that the land-

lady/landlord won´t answer you 

immediately or perhaps because 

of the high amount of applicants.  
 
II. Second Hand Furniture  

 

S"lbruch Altona 

Ruhrstraße 51 

22761 Hamburg 

 

Sozialkauiaus fairKauf 

Küchgarten 19 

21073 Hamburg 

 

Online: 

h2ps://www.ebay-kleinanzeigen.de/ 
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Tips for an Application: WG Room 

Hello Marc,  

How are you? 

 

My name is Gayatri. I read your ad for the WG-room in Harburg at the website 

www.wg-gesucht.de. I am from India and I just have started to learn German, so I pre-

fer to write in English. 

 

About me: as I already men"oned, I am from India and I am 22 years old. I will study 

Mechanical Engineering (Master) at TUHH. Therefore, I am hun"ng for a nice place to 

stay. I will arrive in Germany on the XXX. I would like to live in a shared flat to get to 

know friends because I will be new in Hamburg.  

 

As requested I am a non smoker. I am a very open minded person. I would be very 

intrested in cooking evenings. I could show you some of my favourit indian dishes. Of 

course I will clean up my mess and a cleaning plan for the whole WG wouldn't bother 

me either. 

 

In my free"me, I like cooking, to meet friends, and doing sport. 

 

Unfortunately, I can´t get to know you in person because I am s"ll in India. But we can 

talk via Whatsapp or Skype, my phone number is down below.  

 

My contact details  

Name: Gayatri Singh 

E-Mail: xxxx@gmail.com 

Phone: 0000 – 00000000 

 

I look forward to gegng to know you. 

 

Best wishes 

Gayatri 

III. Covering leVer  - Example 
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Contact 

International Office 

Accommodation & Student Welfare Office 

Am Schwarzenberg Campus 3 

Building E 

Room: 0.055a 

21073 Hamburg 

 

 

Tel. +49 40 428 78 - 2707 

 

Email: rooms@tuhh.de  
Webpage: www.tuhh.de/rooms 

 


